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CLAIMS AMENDMENTS 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 

1. (Original) A method for separating a stack of sheets already formed from a stack 
being foraied, during the production of paper packed products, comprising the steps of: 

a) formation of a stack of interfolded sheets that are piled up on a table located 
underneath; 

. b) separation of two successive interfolded sheets once achieved a predetermined 
height of said stack being formed, thus defining a completed stack and a stack being 
formed; 

c) said separation occurring by lateral introduction of a first and a second separator 
into said stack beiag formed and from opposite sides with respect to the stack same for 
separating the stack located underneath and for leaving at least one wing of sheet hanging 
free between said two separators; 

d) moving away said completed stack of sheets from said table and leaving it on a 
conveyor belt or an outlet plane; 

e) moving a sheet stretching board, suitable fpr provisionally supporting the stack and 
stretching said or each wing, with a portion of wing of sheet exceeding said sheet stretching 
board; 
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f) withdrawing said first and second separator up to reaching a position external to 
said stack being formed, aud 

g) moving back said table and withdrawing the sheet stretching board, with said 
portion of wing that remains between said stack and said table. 

2\ (Original) The method of Claim I, wherein before moving back said table an 
element moving from a direction opposite to said sheet stretching board stretches said portion of 
wing of sheet exceeding said sheet stretching board, 

3. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein a step is provided of making 
an end fold on the portion of said wing exceeding said sheet stretching board by means of both an 
element rao v rag - acting from the opposite side to said sheet stretching board and an element moving 
acting fr om the same side of said sheet stretching board, just before coming back said table, 

4. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 3, wherein said e nd fold i u made using as 
clement moving from the opposite oido of tho she e t - str e tching board th e corresponding Gopag a tor r and 
as olemcnt moving from tho oomo oido of Gaid sh e et - str e tching board a blow^ -a gelement acting 
from the same side is a blow of air, and said element acting from the opposite side of said sheet 
stretching board is said second separator, said separator moving from a position outer to the stack, 
after that said sheet stretching board is positioned, to a position below the lower face of said sheet 
stretching board and in order to make the end fold on the exceeding portion of sheet by said blow of 
air. 



1074970 



PAGE 9/16 1 RCVD AT 10/1612006 12:12:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/9 1 DNISOTOO 1 CSID:4045726999 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-52 



.OCT. 1 6.2006 1 2": 19PM POWELL, GOLDSTEIN (DTH7) ' NO. 209 P. 10 

Application No. 10/697,765 

Reply to Office Action Dated June 16, 2006 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein previously to the step of moving away 
said completed stack on the conveyor belt, or in the outlet plane, a blow of air is provided for 
moving a possible I^st sheet that has remained in a vertical position bringing it to an horizontal 
position. 

6. (Currently amended) An apparatus for separating a stack of sheets already formed 
from a stack being formed during the production of paper products in interfolded stacks, 
comprising: 

a) means for prov i ding paid intorfbld e d - stack of she e ts means for feeding said stack 
being formed with a stream of interfolded sheets: 

b) a tabl e for supporting said - stack movable) for allowing progr e ssiv e ly th e - growth^ 
said - stack - and - for t hen moving away tho formod stac ka movable table for supporting said 
stack being formed for allowing progressively the growth of the stack and for moving 
away the formed stack : 

c) a first and a second separator that are moved laterally into said stack and from 
opposite sides with respect to the stack same for separating the stack located underneath 
and to leave at least one wing of sheet hanging free between said two separators; and 

d) a sheet stretching board suitable for provisionally supporting the stack and 
stretching said or each wing, with a portion of wing of sheet exceeding said sheet 
stretching board. 
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7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, comprising furthermore, an element moving 
from a direction opposite to said sheet stretching board, with respect to the processed stack, 
suitable for stretching said portion of wing of sheet exceeding said sheet stretching board just 
before coining back said table. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein said element moving from the 
opposite side of said sheet stretching board is a blow of air. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein said first and second separator are 
engaged to a support operatively coupled to a connecting rod operated by a motor; said connecting 
rod . rotating , by means of a cam and causing the rotation about a first and a second pivot of an 
articulated quadrilateral associated to a movable carnage along a sliding direction. 

1 0. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein said sheet stretching board slides on a 
base integral to said support of said first separator in a direction orthogonal to said sliding direction 
operated by an actuator that causes it to move along this direction, 

11. • (Original) The apparatus of Claim 6, wherein said table is located on a slide 
movable horizontally along a guide operated by an actuator. 
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STATUS 

The above-captioned patent application is pending. 
Claims 1-1 1 are pending in this patent application. 

Claims 4 and 6 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12 as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claims 1-1 1 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C- 102(b) as being anticipated by US Patent 
No. 5,730,695 to Hauschild et aL (Hauschild '695). 
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SUMMARY OF USPTO FEES ENCLOSED HEREWITH 



No Excess Claims Fees 

Claims fees for twenty (20) total claims and three (3) independent claims have been 
submitted, This response and amendment results in eleven (11) total claims and two (2) 
independent claims, As such, no additional claims fee is due. 
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